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Each year there are historical debates about Jesus’ birth story. Was
He born in a stable with animals? Was he laid in an actual manger; literally a
food trough for horses, cattle and donkeys? Are we to take this story literally
or is there something else at play? Whenever I see these stories, I wonder if
we are missing the point. Regardless of your understanding of the nativity
story, it can not be argued that it is a story of love. In our Christmas
assemblies, our Chaplain Leah Daly spoke of this as a story of “radical
inclusion.” The innkeepers took in Mary and Joseph at great risk to
themselves offering a token kindness. What a beautiful story that draws deep
parallels to our human history. We have seen similar kindness when
countries support each other after world wars, civil wars, and environmental
crises. We need to be “innkeepers” who offer support freely. Canada is a
country that has been recognized as having provided the most equitable
access to education in the world. We are enriched by the visitors who have
sought refuge in our stable. We endeavor to make room for “Mary and
Joseph” in our hearts and in our actions. My prayer is that this Christmas we
open the stable of our hearts to all those who seek shelter and warmth. Let us
renew our friendships, seek out those who may be lonely, and love in the way
that God loved us with the gift of Jesus. Even when we feel as though our Inn
is full, remember that there is always just a little more room for others.
On behalf of the entire St. Mother Teresa staff, please enjoy a wonderful and
Merry Christmas!

Geoff Edwards
Principal
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